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Help in these times 


Dear Sirs: 
Your good Messace and the lovely poems 
should help every one in these times. 
Pomeroy, Wash. Mrs. H. B. 
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Dear Mission Friends, 

I highly appreciate the kindness of you 
good Christian people in being so faithful to 
send me the MessaceE and the Bible Lessons. 
They are a comfort and a great consolation 
to me. I would not like to be without them. 

Charlottesville, Va. J. A. P. 


Dear Friends at the Mission, 

I do not want to be without the MEssaGcE 
and Bible Notes. They are all that I read. 

May the Lord bless you all at the Mission 
is my prayer. 

Houlton, Maine Mrs. F. A. 
Dear Megiddo Mission Friends, 

We need all the help we can get to prepare 
ourselves for the new Kingdom. 

Pray for us. We need your prayers. 

Pine Bluff, Ark. Mrs. J. J. R. 
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Dear Sirs: 

We derived so much knowledge and re- 
ceived a blessing from reading your booklet, 
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have let many read it. They too, were enlight- 
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dantly bless you. 


Fly, Ohio W. ae 
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Dear Sister ‘ 

These monthly letters are a spiritual help 
and stimulus to the new man. We need to 
exhort one another daily and so much the 
more as we see the Day of the Lord drawing 
near. 

Truly we who have been enlightened, and 
have a knowledge of God’s wonderful plan of 
salvation, should have a longing desire to have 
our names written in God’s Book of remem- 
brance. 


West Leyden, N. Y. G. U. 


Hope 
Dear Maranatha Sister: 

The help and encouragement I get from you 
people at Megiddo; makes me want to work 
the harder to get ready to meet our blessed 
Lord. 

We can rejoice in the hope of a better day 
if we will do the work with self now. 

Canton, Texas Mrs. J. N. 
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The Four Horses of the Apocalypse 


ROM TIME immemorial men have conjectured as to 
FE the significance of the seven seals of Revelation, sixth 

chapter, but nothing concrete has been produced. One 
writer of recent years had this to say: “On the sixth 
chapter of Revelation thousands of sermons have been 
printed, and millions of men have speculated concerning 
the exact meaning . . . However the full meaning of this 
most extraordinary passage in the Bible no man can pre- 
tend to give.” 

Truly, theologians have never solved the depth of 
the meaning of the seals, but that is no proof the enigma 
has not been solved. God has made the subject very plain. 
Through the apostle Peter He proclaimed that “no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation” (II Peter 1:20). That is, when God speaks 
through the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles, no man 
has the right to interpret what He has caused to be 
written, but we must allow the holy men through whom 
He spake to interpret their own statements. But man 
has followed his own idea, and for this reason, the wise 
of the world, having never understood, have never given 
the true meaning to the seals. You have only to compare 
the many attempted explanations of men with what God 
has revealed to fully understand this. 

In a publication by the Seventh Day Adventists we 
are informed that “the white horse, with his rider going 
forth to conquer, fitly represents the early Christian 
Church.” If the foregoing were true, the prophecy must 
be truly long-ranged, for over eighteen hundred years 
have elapsed since the inception of the Christian Church 
and the world is not yet conquered. Judging from pres- 
ent conditions the world has conquered the Church, and 
not the Church the world. 

In Mr. Russell’s posthumous work, “The Finished 
Mystery,” he pictured the rider on the white horse as 
“the Bishop of Rome, the embryo Pope, the personal 
representative of Satan.” A news writer, at the close of 
World War I, came a little nearer to catching the spirit 
of the forecast when he wrote: “For four years these 
horses have galloped over the earth, and the peoples of 
the earth. In front rode the man with the crown on his 
head. The fighter, with the drawn sword, on the red, 
bloody horse, came next. Then the man with the scales, 
judging and justifying; and last, Death, on the pale 
horse, reaping the harvest, with Hell following . . . These 
are the horsemen that have ruled the destinies of men 
for centuries, and most wonderfully in their order, they 
tell the progress of this war... The most powerful words 
are: ‘His name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 
followed with him’. . . A long ride they have had, over 
land, through the air, and under water. .. And now, in 


France, with the President of this new country assisting, 
the people of earth are trying to lock these horses and 
their riders into the stables, and keep them there, shut- 
ting in, harmless forever, the king that rides ahead, 
the killer that obeys him, the judge that justifies him, 
and Death and Hell that ride after him. ... Is the king 
no more to ride abroad with his killers? Has Death reaped 


the last great harvest that he is ever to know on this 
earth?” 

But the writer of this article did not know what he 
was saying. If the power to lock these horses in the stable 
was vested solely in the hands of men, armaments never 
would be laid down, a time when mankind would learn 
war no more would never arrive, and Peace could never 
wave her white banner over the world. But the Rider 
on the white horse will be invested with the power to 
“Cause wars to cease unto the ends of the earth,” and 
bring everlasting peace to mankind. Those four horses 
of the Apocalypse, and the glorious Rider on the white 
horse shall be for the liberation of mankind, for the sal- 
vation of all who will believe. 


The Lion of the Tribe of Judah will Open the Seals 


With justifiable relief we turn from the vain inter- 
pretations of men to the plain, beautiful interpretation 
of the Word of God. Let us remember that an interpre- 
tation of the seals is a part of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. The last Book of the Bible opens with the words: 
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass.” And in verse 19 the Revelator was com- 
manded: “Write the things which thou hast seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter.” Jesus had knowledge to reveal future events 
during His earthly ministry, as we read in John 14: 29, 
Should not His knowledge have been much greater after 
spending a number of years at His Father’s right hand? 

Turning to Rev. 5: 1—4 we read: “I saw in the right 
hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. And I saw 
a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is 
worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 
And no man in heaven, nor in the earth. . . was able to 
open the book, neither to look thereon. And I wept much, 
because no man was found worthy to open and to read 
the book.” Was there anyone worthy in the days of pagan 
Rome? Was anyone worthy during the World Wars? 
Listen to the answer God gives: “Weep not: behold, the 
Lion of the tribe of Juda ... hath prevailed to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” Who would 
prevail to open the seals? “The Lion of the tribe of 
Juda.” Who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah? Christ; 
so He alone will prevail to open the seals. In place of 
having been opened in the days of pagan Rome or during 
the World War I, Christ will open them at His coming. 

The term “opened the seals,” as employed in Reve- 
lation, chapters six and eight, signifies more than to 
break the seal on a package or flask. It means more than 
to unveil an enigma. It is to enact, or bring into being, 
the very things the sealed book portrays. The contents 
of the sealed book is revealed in Revelation sixth through 
eighth chapters, but the actual enactment of the things 
those seals represent is a work Christ will perform at 
His second coming. When Jesus, the Lamb of God opens 
the seals, He will ride forth conquering and to conquer. 
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In vs. 9, 10 the Revelator carries us down to the time 
following the Resurrection, when those who are worthy, 
sing the new song, revealing to us that that is the time 
when the seals shall be opened: “And they sung a new 
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood [word] out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast 
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth.” 

Christ was called the Lamb of God because lowly and 
meek, and also called the Lion of God because He is 
coming as a King to conquer all the forces of evil. When 
Pilate said to Jesus: “ ‘So you are a king?... You!’ ‘Cer- 
tainly,’ said Jesus, ‘I am a king. This is why I was born, 
this is why I came into the world, to bear testimony to 
the truth’ ” (John 18:37, Moffatt’s translation). Jesus 
could truly say: “Certainly, I am a king”; but the time 
had not come to set up His Kingdom, for, as He testified 
in Luke 19: 12, He was as a nobleman going “into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” 

These wonderful horses will not start out until after 
Christ comes to inaugurate His mighty work of cleansing 
this world of iniquity, when He shall ride forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer, meting out justice and judgment in 
the earth. 

Further in Rev. 6, we read: “And I saw when the Lamb 
opened one of the seals ... And I saw, and behold a white 
horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown 
was given unto him: and he went forth conquering and 
to conquer.” Truly, “horse” represents power, but not the 
power of pagan Rome; it is the power of Christ, the 
coming King. Notice that the horse is white, emblematic 
of purity. Was pagan Rome pure? or were the instigators 
of the World War I cleansed from sin? 

Some of those who placed the opening of the seals at 
an early date claimed the rider of the horse was Anti- 
christ; but that claim is groundless. In Rev. 19:11 we 
read: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 
Who is the mighty Rider that goes forth on the white 
horse? “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS” (v. 16). Not Antichrist, nor the leaders of World 
Wars I or II, but Christ, our coming King. 

It says in v. 14, that they were “clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean.” Could the horsemen who went forth in 
the bloody struggle of the World Wars or any previous 
wars be said to have gone forth in white garments? 
What is the “fine linen, white and clean’? “The fine linen 
is the righteousness of saints” (v. 8). When the seals 
are opened and the mighty Rider goes forth, it is for the 
purpose of bringing all the rulers of earth into submission 
to the Divine law that shall emanate from Jerusalem; a 
mighty power that will as the result of the Battle of 
Armageddon—which takes place between God’s “high 
ones” and the forces of evil—sweep from the face of the 
earth all iniquity, until the Lord’s prayer shall be fulfilled 
and God’s will is done in earth as in heaven. 

As revealed in Rev. 14: 1, 7, Christ will stand on Mount 
Sion, and with Him 144,000; and the call shall go forth 
to this sinful world, “Fear God, and give glory to him; 
for the hour of his judgment is come.” Will the nations of 
earth submit to His righteous will? No. We can read 


the answer in Rev. 19:19 and 17:14: “And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against him that sat on 
the horse, and against his army . . . These shall make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: 
for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings.” Has this 
prediction been fulfilled during the centuries of the past? 
Have the forces of evil ever been conquered? No, indeed! 


The Red Horse Goes Forth 


The Revelationist informs us further: “And there went 
out another horse that was red: and power was given to 
him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth” (ch. 
6:4). This red horse, emblematic of war, shall go forth, 
and its rider will have power to take peace from the 
earth. When God establishes peace, it will not be based 
on the principles or practices of man. The world is crying 
“Peace, peace, when there is no peace.” Look all over the 
world; there is trouble everywhere. Look at Africa where 
the newly independent Congo is posing a problem that is 
putting the world’s greatest statesmen at their wit’s end. 
See Asia, where Communism is taking over at such an 
alarming rate. See Castro’s Cuba where Communism is 
gaining a foothold right at our very doorstep. While men 
are trying to patch up a peace, anarchy is manifesting 
itself in every quarter. “There is no peace, saith the Lord, 
unto the wicked” (Isa. 48: 22). But the perplexity of the 
hour is nothing compared to the “great time of trouble” 
that will accompany Christ’s riding forth conquering and 
to conquer. 

Red is emblematic of war. When Christ returns to 
take possession of earth, His rightful heritage, He will 
have to subdue the nations by conquest. They will say, 
as in the Parable of the nobleman going into the far 
country: “We will not have this man to reign over us.” 
Moral suasion will not produce results. It will take force. 
Christ, the Lion of the tribe of Judah shall ride forth 
conquering and to conquer. And in the resultant holocaust 
two thirds of earth’s inhabitants will have to be force- 
fully removed before one third will submit to the new 
order (Zech. 13:8). 


The Opening of the Third Seal 


“And when he had opened the third seal . . . I beheld, 
and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair 
of balances in his hand” (Rev. 6:5). Was there one in 
either World War with balances in his hand, meting out 
justice and judgment? No. When the Rider on the black 
horse goes forth conquering and to conquer, He does not 
leave His balances of justice at home; but while He will 
cause God’s judgments to be executed over the entire 
earth, justice will be rendered to all, rich or poor, bond 
or free. “In righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 
As Hannah said in I Sam. 2:3: “The Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.” We are 
being weighed now by the standard of His Word, and 
in that glorious day only works of righteousness will 
gain the favor of the great King. 

“And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.” As this 
mighty army sweeps over the earth, after the one on 
the black horse has meted out justice and judgment, He 
says come and see what has happened. “And I looked, 
and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him 
was Death, and Hell followed with him.” Not the hell 
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of pagan theology, but death and the grave (hades), 
destroying the wicked, and saving all who will submit. 

It says in the King James Version that “power was 
given unto them over the fourth part of the earth,” but 
in the Douay Version it reads: “And power was given 
‘o him over the FOUR PARTS of the earth”; and this 
translation is correct. At the close of the fourth seal 
God’s judgments have spread over the four parts of 
the earth—over the entire earth. All nations are con- 
quered, the devil is bound, and the Millennium will com- 
mence. 

Only Christ shall succeed in binding the devil, in con- 
trolling the forces of evil on this earth. An Alexander 
could conquer the then-known world; a Wellington could 
win his Waterloo; a Washington could give us the 
blessings of liberty; but did they bind the devil? The 
murders, the robberies, the teen-age violence, the sur- 
passing iniquity of the present age, prove that the devil— 
wicked men and women—has never been bound. That is 
why we read in Rev. 5:3 that no man was able to open 
the seals, to accomplish the things that the seals repre- 
sent. The inspired writer looked down through the ages 
at all the great ones of earth, and he saw that there was 
not a man, not one, that could bring lasting peace on 
earth; that it would never be realized until the appearing 
of Jesus, the Lion of God. 

Then shall Rev. 11:15 meet its fulfillment; “And 
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
All earthly reigns shall pass away, but this reign will 
last forever. Oh, deliverance is coming to this earth; the 
mighty King will rend the foundations of wickedness, 
for “in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 

How mistaken was the writer who said that any ruler 
of earthly government or the Peace Conference were 
going to lock these horses in the stable and never let them 
out again! All the emperors, kings, presidents, all powers 
in this world combined, can never put these horses into 
the stable and keep them there. 


The Battle of Armageddon, and the Forty Years 


Turning to Micah 7:15 we learn how long the battle 
of Armageddon will last. The Prophet, inspired of God, 
said: “According to the days of thy coming out of the 
land of Egypt will I show unto him marvelous things. 
The nations shall see and be confounded at all their 
might.” How long were they coming out of the land of 
Egypt? In Num, 14: 33, 34; Acts 7: 42; 18:18; Heb. 3: 
9, 17, we learn that the time in which they were coming 
out of the land of Egypt into the land of Canaan was 
forty years. What does Micah say shall happen during the 
forty years? “The nations shall see and be confounded at 
‘ll their might.” Yes. The nations shall be confounded. 
They shall learn that no power of man can resist the 
power of the great King. From the time the Rider is 
seen upon the white horse until His judgments have 
cleansed the earth, it will be forty years. In this God’s 
mercy is manifested. He has lengthened the time so as 
to allow the young generation to learn the lesson of 
obedience to law, giving each and every one an oppor- 
tunity to turn from the paths of sin. 

We read of this same time in Zech. 14: 1—6: “Behold, 
the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided 
in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against 


Jerusalem to battle.” All the rulers of earth will marshal 
their forces against Jerusalem. What will happen then? 
“Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those 
nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” The 
Lord will go forth, as represented, on the white horse 
and fight against those nations, for in righteousness He 
doth judge and make war. “And his feet shall stand in 
that day upon the mount of Olives. . . and all the saints 
with thee.” 

Now who is going to be earth’s future King as the 
Rider on the white horse going forth conquering and to 
conquer? We find the answer in v. 9: “The Lord shall be 
king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
Lord, and his name one.” How many kings shall there be? 
One King over all the earth as the result of the Battle of 
Armageddon. The army of the unfaithful, the terrible 
sword of the Lord (Ps. 17:18), which shall be used to 
conquer the nations, will consist of a Cain, Judas, and 
all who have agreed to serve the Lord during the six- 


thousand-year day of salvation, and failed to keep their 
covenant, 


At What Time Will the Fifth Seal be Opened? 


We find by investigation that the fifth and sixth seals 
cover about the same time as the four seals. Have you 
not often noticed how the historian will sometimes 
carry you down through centuries of time and then refer 
back to other events contemporary with them? The first 
seal will commence after the Judgment, when Christ is 
seen on the white horse; and the fifth seal will tell us 
of the white robes given to the faithful at that same time. 

Now let us read Rev. 6: 9—11: “And when he had 
opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held.” The saving truth is our altar 
(Heb. 13: 10). It is that medium of control which cruci- 
fies us to the world and the world to us. The faithful of 
every age are represented as under this altar. Those 
seen under the altar were the slain ones; they had become 
dead to sin. As Paul testified in II Tim. 2:11, and Rom. 
6:10, 11: “If we be dead with him, we shall also live 
with him ... For in that he died, he died unto sin once... 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God.” They are the beheaded 
ones, not literally beheaded, but, having forsaken their 
own ways and thoughts, have become armed with the 
mind of Christ. They became worthy of eternal life. 

In v. 10 they are represented as saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” They are 
weary of seeing sin, iniquity, and evil of all kinds, and 
they long for the day when the earth shall be filled with 
a righteous people, and all evil doers cut off. They are 
the faithful, for we read in verse 11: “And white robes 
were given unto every one of them: and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their 
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be 
killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” 

We learn from Rev. 20: 4, that the “rest” is a thousand 
vears long and at the close of the thousand years God’s 
judgments shall again be visited upon the wicked. The 
overcomers were told to wait until their brethren that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. These 
brethren are the faithful to be called out during the 
wonderful, long, Millennial Day for the subjects of the 
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kingdom, and they too must die to sin—that is, they must 
crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, and thus 
become worthy of becoming immortal subjects of the 
Kingdom. It is for their sakes that God’s mercy extends 
through the thousand years. 

They were told to wait until the “little season” when 
all evil doers should be cut off. Some of the definitions of 
“season” in the original: “a certain definite time. ..a 
short time. The little season is a definite time at the 
close of the thousand years during which time all sinners 
will be destroyed. 


The Coming of the Kingdom of God 


In another of the sublime visions of the Apocalypse, 
John saw a mighty angel clothed with a cloud, and a rain- 
bow upon his head, and in his hand a little book, opened. 
He set his right foot upon the sea and his left foot upon 
the earth, and cried with a loud voice and swore by Him 
who lives forever that time should be no longer, and 
that when the seventh angel should begin to sound, “the 
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared 
unto his servants the prophets” (Rev. 10). This indicates 
that there will come a time when the long process of 
waiting and watching will be over. The mystery of God 
will be finished; all that God has done and planned for 
mankind will be gloriously completed. 

Then comes the end! 

How will the end come? Some theologians have thought 
it might come through natural development and the 
evolution of society. But great events take place which 
preclude the possibility of the consummation of God’s 
purposes coming that way. Two great world wars, and 
indeed, a third world war—the Korean war—have been 
a shock to those who held this belief in inevitable and 
unstoppable progress. Man does, indeed, build up, but he 
also tears down and destroys. Two forces, good and evil, 
are everywhere locked in combat. 

Again, there are those who count, not on any natural 
development or progress, but on a great expansion of the 
influence of the Church and of the gospel. But does the 
Bible teach that by the expansion of Christianity the 
world will come, however slowly, into millennial peace 
and righteousness? The answer is “No.” How could that 
‘Se reconciled with what Jesus said, “When the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” How can 
it be reconciled with what Jesus taught in the brief, 
but profound, parable of the wheat and the tares? 

It is said that the Cathedral of Milan in Italy is a most 
beautiful structure. When one enters its nave, and looks 
toward the west, one is confronted by the great west 
window—said to be the largest church window in the 
world—like a sea of glass mingled with fire. On that 
window are depicted, not the scenes from the Old Testa- 
ment usually shown—the creation, the flood, the prophets, 
the judges, the kings; nor the scenes from the Gospels— 
the temptation, the denial, the transfiguration, the cruci- 
fixion, the resurrection, the ascension; nor the scenes 
from the Acts of the Apostles and the early history of 
the church. Instead, it portrays the tremendous imagery 
of the Apocalypse—the sounding trumpets; the angel 
with a rainbow on his head, standing with one foot on the 
sea and the other on the earth, and swearing by Him 
who lives forever that time shall be no more; the woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet; Satan 
bound with a chain and cast into the bottomless pit. 


But the one scene, the one figure, which dominates all 
else is the white horse and his rider, going forth to con- 
quer. “I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns. .. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood ... And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh 
a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords” (Rev. 
19: 11—138, 16). 

Christ, and His Bride or Church, compose this rider 
on the white horse (Ps. 149: 7—9; Dan. 7: 27). 

Here we behold, not only the glory of the ending, when 
the mystery of God and His plans for the world will be 
finished, but we behold Him by whose coming every evil 
power and personality exalted against God will be brought 
low; when Christ, having put every enemy under His 
feet, will deliver over the Kingdom to His Father a fin- 
ished product, and God will be all and in all. 

That Day will come! It will come when He comes who 
said to His Church, “Occupy till I come.” 

As covenant-makers, we shall stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. We shall be placed either on the 
right or on the left just according to our merit. Armed 
with unlimited power, and provided with an army com- 
posed of His unfaithful servants, Christ will ride forth 
on the white horse conquering and to conquer. The other 
three riders and their horses, the red, the black, and the 
pale, will follow as predicted. For us it will be either a 
day of unspeakable delight or of indescribable sorrow 
and remorse. 

Our destiny yet is within our own hands, but it will 
not remain so for long. Some day soon it will be too late 
to change our status with the Eternal. 

“Alas, Who Shall Live When God Doeth This?” 





cAnnouncement 


NEW RATES 
For the subscription to the MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
are finally inevitable. The continual rising of materials 
and operating costs demand it, especially as this publi- 
cation carries no advertisement but that of the good news 
of the Kingdom of God. 
Please note for your renewals 
Megiddo Message 
Megiddo Bible Notes 


$2.00 per year 
$1.00 per year 





TALK HAPPINESS 


Talk happiness. The world is sad enough 
Without your woe. No path is wholly rough; 
Look for the places that are smooth and clear, 
And speak of them to rest the weary ear 

Of earth, so hurt by one continuous strain 

Of morta] discontent and grief and pain. 


Talk faith. The world is better off without 
Your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt. 

If you have faith in God, or man, or self, 
Say so; if not, push back upon the shelf 

Of silence all your thoughts till faith shall come. 
Sing praise to God, until your lips are dumb. 
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My Bible, So Precious, Is True 


I've found that earth’s waters will ne’er satisfy 
I sought for refreshing and cheer; 

Its cisterns were broken, its fountains were dry, 
Its joys, like the dews, disappear. 


I turned to the Bible, glad tidings I read, 
Of waters like crystal so clear, 

E’en wells of salvation from which we may draw; 
Oh, turn and give listening ear! 


This wonderful Bible, a staff and a rod 
On which all the righteous can lean; 

Its pages are glist’ning with jewels so bright 
Their radiance may clearly be seen. 


Farewell to earth’s follies and short, fleeting joys, 
Farewell to the pleasures that mock; 

No longer I drink from their cisterns of sin, 
But water that flows from the Rock. 


My Bible so precious is true, 
From cover to cover all true. 

A message divine in darkness now shines; 
My Bible, so precious, is true. 


Tomorrow 


He was going to be all that he wanted to be—tomor- 
row.... None would be kinder or braver than he—tomor- 
row. ... A friend who was troubled and weary, he 
knew, . . . Who’d be glad of a lift—and who needed it, 
too ...On him he would call and see what he could do 
—tomorrow. . . Each morning he stacked up the letters 
he’d write—tomorrow; ... And thought of the folks he 
would fill with delight—tomorrow ... And hadn’t one 
minute to stop on his way .. . “More time I will have to 
give others,” he’d say, “tomorrow.” ... The greatest of 
workers this man would have been—tomorrow. . . The 
world would have hailed him had ever he seen—tomorrow 
... But, in fact, he passed on, and faded from view... 
And all that he left here when living was through... Was 
a mountain of things he intended to do—TOMORROW. 


umauitabe ® sidan 
Work 


Let me but do my work from day to day 

In field or forest, at the desk or loom, 

In roaring market place or tranquil room. 
Let me but find it in my heart to say 
When vagrant wishes beckon me astray. 


This is my work; my blessing, not my doom; 
Of all who live, I am the one by whom 
This work can best be done in the right way. 


Then shall I see it not too great, nor small 
To put my spirit and to prove my power, 
Then shall I cheerful, greet the laboring hours, 
And cheerful turn, when the long shadows fall. 
At eventide, to play and love and rest 
Because I know for me my work is best. 
Henry Vandyke 


Imaginary Evils 


Let tomorrow take care of tomorrow; 
Leave things of the future to fate; 
What’s the use to anticipate sorrow? 
Life’s troubles come never too late! 
If to hope overmuch be an error, 
"Tis one that the wise have preferred; 
And how often have hearts been in terror 
Of evils that never occurred. 


Have faith, and thy faith shall sustain thee, 
Permit not suspicion and care 

With invisible bonds to acclaim thee, 
But bear what God gives thee to bear. 

By His spirit supported and gladdened, 
Be ne’er by forebodings deterred ; 

But think how oft hearts have been saddened 
By fear of what never occurred. 


Let tomorrow take care of tomorrow; 
Short and dark as our life may appear 

We may make it still darker by sorrow, 
Still shorter by folly and fear! 

Half our troubles are half our invention, 
And often from blessings conferred 
We have shrunk, in the wild apprehension 

Of evils that never occurred. 





This was scribbled almost a century ago by an anony- 
mous soldier of the confederacy. 

“T asked God for strength, that I might achieve—I was 
made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

“T asked for help that I might do greater things—I was 
given infirmity, 

“T asked for riches, that I might be happy—I was given 
poverty, that I might be wise. 

“T asked for all things, that I might enjoy life—I was 
given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

“T got nothing that I asked for—but everything I had 
hoped for. 

“Despite myself, my prayers were answered, I am, 
among all men most richly blessed.” 


Mice’ (tee i ece® ist 


This world of ours is an even place, 

That, like a mirror, reflects a face, 

As it really is—so if you smile 

You will find that happiness, all the while 
Will follow you—and if you must frown 
You’ll see the mouth of the world droop down! 


Just what we give we take away, 

Whether it’s joy or work or play; 
Whether it’s fear, or eternal youth; 
Whether it’s falsehood or gleaming truth; 
Whether it’s gladness or pain or dread; 
Whether it’s hope—or an aching head! 


Just what you plant you gather in, 

And if the harvest you have seems thin, 
You’ve mostly yourself to blame; the earth 
Is ready always to give you wealth! 

Smile up into the morning’s face, 
Remember—the world is an even place! 
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Garhage Collection-- and Distribution 


OU WOULD have no part with it, you assert dis- 

gustedly. Without a doubt one and all of us would 
be indignant if told that we collected and distributed 
garbage. We would readily inform our accuser that we 
had no dealings with such worthless refuse; but let us 
not be too hasty in our denial, but look closer to see if 
we are as innocent as we would have ourselves believe. 
Let us probe and see if we have held this habit in its true, 
and loathsome light. It is not a harmless kitten—but a 
rat! 

Garbage is refuse, worthless or offensive matter. Now 
let us ask ourselves the question, “What does our mind 
feed on? Do we take delight in meditating upon the grand 
and noble things of God, or are we always ready to listen 
to gossip, and perhaps even more anxious to pass it on? 
Gossip is but refuse, worthless, offensive garbage. 

Gossip has been well defined as putting two and two 
together, and making it five or six. 

Who has not been guilty of starting a story which, 
afterwards, was deeply regretted, but alas, a word once 
spoken can never be recalled; therefore it is prudent 
to think twice before we speak, especially when ill is the 
burden of our talk. There is nothing which wings its 
flight so swiftly as gossip; nothing which is uttered 
with more ease; nothing which is listened to with more 
readiness, or dispersed more widely. Gossip soaks into 
too many minds as water soaks into low and marshy 
places, where it becomes stagnant and offensive. 

Gossipers lack the Christian virtue of being “eager to 
believe the best,” but rashly judge a person by what he 
thought he knew or saw. 

Here is a true story, as told by a witness to the incident, 
just a sample of what happens many times because we 
do not take time to thoroughly investigate before 
starting a rumor. 

“A young and attractive widow with three children 
recently moved to our town, and in a few weeks was the 
most-talked-of-woman in the neighborhood. 

“She was too pretty, they said . . . Several men had 
been visiting her . .. Her children ran the streets half 
the day. ... She was lazy and neglected the housework. 

“One morning, our young neighbor collapsed in the 
post office, and the truth came out. She had an incurable 
disease and had to keep off her feet. She sent the children 
outdoors when drugs could not control her pain. The 
men visitors were her old family doctor, the lawyer who 
looked after her affairs, and her late husband’s brother. 

“The town was kind to her the remaining months of 
her life, but the gossipers never forgave themselves.” 

Let us create the habit when something comes to us, 
not to repeat it, but investigate to determine the facts. 

Diogenes, on being asked, “What is that beast, the bite 
of which is the most dangerous?” replied, “Of wild 
beasts, the bite of a gossip or slanderer.” 

Gossip is a vice that strikes a double blow, wound- 
ing both him that commits, and against whom it is com- 
mitted. 

“Oh! Many a shaft, at random sent, finds mark the 
archer little meant; and many a word, at random spoken, 
may wound a heart that’s broken.” 


Had we heeded this little poem, how much trouble and 
sorrow we would have saved ourselves and others. 
If you are tempted to reveal 
A tale some one to you has told 
About another; make it pass, 
Before you speak, three gates of gold— 
Three narrow gates: first, “Is it true?” 
Then, “Is it needful?” In your mind 
Give truthful answer. And the next 
Is last and narrowest: “Is it kind?” 
And if, to reach your lips at last, 
It passes through these gateways three, 
Then you may tell the tale, nor fear 
What the result of speech may be. 


How many precious hours are spent in gossip—hours 
worse than wasted. Had that time been used speaking 
to the glory of God, we would be so much farther on 
the road to perfection. We not only harm ourselves but 
think of the garbage we pass on to our listener. In a few 
moments we may tear down the good thoughts that took 
years of laborious work to build up. We may plant in 
some one’s mind a seed that may mature and cause their 
downfall. 

Gossip saps our spiritual vitality. We do not die 
immediately, but little by little the good is crowded from 
our minds, until we die from lack of healthy, upbuilding 
thoughts. 

There is no spiritual nourishment in social garbage. 
Do we spend our time discussing the faults and failures 
of others? Do we find it a sweet morsel to discuss 
another’s past deeds that should be forgiven and for- 
gotten? 

How well are we fulfilling the command “to be truthful 
in telling?” Are we always very careful to tell things 
exactly as they are, or do we color them as we pass them 
on, or in plain words, do we exaggerate? A writer once 
wrote “To put it bluntly, exaggerating is lying.” We, as 
Christians, are commanded, “lie not one to another.” 

From an ordinary event, a story may grow and gain 
momentum as it goes. There is a little story, sometimes 
related to show how stories grow as they go. 

“Have you heard that Mrs. Jones was sick?” inquired 
Mrs. Frank of a neighbor. 

“No. What is the matter with her?” returned the 
neighbour. 

“Why she has been throwing up, and what she threw 
up was as black as a crow.” 

The neighbor said to a friend, “Did you hear that 
Mrs. Jones threw up a black crow?” 

Before the day was over, Mrs. Jones was reported to 
have thrown up three black crows. 

If not exceedingly careful, from a person interested in 
another’s spiritual welfare, we may become “busy-bodies 
in other men’s matters.” 

If not continually on the watch, we will squander the 
opportunities of our day of salvation, and instead of our 
minds overflowing with the true, honest, just, pure, lovely 
and of good report, our minds will be filled with garbage. 
We have been so concerned with what others were 
doing that we fail to thoroughly scrutinize our own beset- 
ments. 

As potential citizens of the New World, called to the high 
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calling of God, how far below us must be the scullery 
work of collecting and distributing garbage! 

We have a most glorious message to proclaim; it is a 
gigantic and exalted work to be made over into new 
creatures; a work that calls for lofty and noble endeavor 
and intense, unremitting effort. 

Can we give our undivided attention to the wonderful 
commands of God if our minds are feeding on garbage? 

From this time forth, let us go forward to obey the 
command given us in Eph. 4: 29, “Let no corrupt com- 
munication proceed out of your.mouth, but that which 
is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace 
unto the hearers.” 


Poise, the Invisible Shield 


«6 ELF-COMMAND, equilibrium, tolerance, equanimity, 

peace of mind, tranquility,” are the qualities which 
define “poise.” It takes all of these characteristics to 
acquire serenity of demeanor or poise, and the calm, 
unrippled state is not easy to maintain in our fast moving 
and turbulent age. 

The individuals who strive to master their unbalanced 
natures and live in harmony with God’s law have a 
supreme work to do, with an ultimate object in view. The 
person who struggles for poise or serenity in this life 
enjoys better health, is more successful, enthusiastic and 
happy. To be truly happy we must enjoy whatever our 
hands find to do that is to the glory of God, for happiness 
comes only from being busy and useful and doing right. 

It takes much practice to ward off the tensions and 
strains of worry and disappointments that beset our daily 
lives, and maintain a composure that buffets against 
the turmoil of daily living. The poised person will accept 
everything life tosses at him as a challenge, a battle to 
be won, by surmounting the obstacles which confront 
and defy. 

An everyday philosophy that will help us take each day 
in our stride, weathering the storms at all times is to 
keep in mind the song-phrase, “This too will pass away.” 
The poised individual will always find ways and means 
to make the best of bad situations, by looking upward 
continually, always on the bright side, finding some 
pleasant task to take his mind from unpleasantries, using 
each obstacle as a new adventure to gain fresh horizons 
on the climb up the Mountain of His Holiness. “Where 
there is a will there is a way” is an old proverb, and 
those who have been fighting under this motto for years 
never grow weary in their march for the higher ele- 
vations, as each new experience brings them nearer their 
goal. Their spirits do not lag nor lose their zeal for that 
life where these present difficulties shall have passed 
forever. 

Cheerfulness is a powerful broom to sweep away the 
accumulated tensions from the mind. More than coping 
with big things, we need to be able to handle life’s numer- 
ous minor irritations with grace and joyfulness. Why 
allow the many annoyances to disturb and irritate? That 
is just the place to start singing: 





“Strength for each trial and each task 
What more my Father should I ask? 
Just as I need it day by day, 

Strength for my weaknes, this I pray.” 


Then out of the toils and hardships will come new 
dimensions of character-building. These unruffled persons 
shake themselves free from everything that would fetter 
them to the clinging desires and cares of this fleeting 
life. They turn to higher ideals and keep their eye fixed 
on the goal ahead. Their hope and zeal for life eternal 
does not lose its meaning. There is nothing past, present 
or to come that can separate them from keeping the 
law in mind for the great reward of life eternal they are 
working for. In short, they create a greater desire for 
that good time coming when these present trials and 
problems will pass away. The time and place to prepare 
for it is now and here, right where we are, and with 
what we have. Always being ready to give a helping hand 
or go the second mile. 

So while we work and wait for the millennium and 
beyond, when earth’s inhabitants will be banded in one 
grand unity with their Great King, let us work shoulder 
to shoulder and press onward, determined to keep our 
equilibrium no matter what the surrounding circum- 
stances may be, for the shield of faith gives that poise 
that enables us to work for that glorious Eternal World 
of Tomorrow. 





Lest We Forget 


“Honor to Whom Honor is Due” was the motivating 
spirit behind activities at the Megiddo Mission on Sat- 
urday, October 1, as local and visiting members forsook 
the daily routine to pay homage to our beloved founder 
and spiritual father, the Reverend L. T. Nichols, on the 
anniversary of his birth, 

At 3 P. M. the congregation gathered at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, for a graveside service. A fitting poem, with 
placement of a large floral basket; a touching eulogy by 
the pastor, Rev. K. E. Flowerday, special songs, and 
decoration of the grave by the entire assemblage paid 
tribute to our beloved founder. 

The principal feature of the celebration was a religious 
drama entitled, “Maranatha,” adapted from a former 
presentation of the same title. Its theme throughout was 
to emphasize and clarify the meaning of the word, 
“MARANATHA”! A word of Aramaic origin, “Maranatha,” 
I Cor. 16: 22, has never been translated in any version of 
the Scriptures, but has been left inviolate. Its literal 
meaning is “The Lord is coming.” 

Throughout the drama, the audience was constantly 
reminded, in various ways, that “MARANATHA” is a word 
soon to be reckoned with, that the Lord’s second coming 
to earth, prophesied for nearly six thousand years, is 
soon to take place. The big question with all of us should 
be, “Am I ready?” 

Special services on Sunday, Oct. 2, concluded the obser- 
vance. Visitors were welcomed from New Jersey, Iowa, 
Canada, and various points in New York State. 


* «+ ¢ * 8 8 


“About the time you think you can make ends meet, 
somebody moves the ends.” 





When we might be swamped by success God sends the life- 
boat of trouble—Anon. 
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Meditations 
Oy ie Wh ud 


“Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit 
is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked 
mournfully before the Lord of hosts?” (Malachi 3: 14). 


Breathes there a man with soul so great that he has 
never entertained the feeling herein described? Think 
well before answering, and be honest with yourself. 

This envy of the ungodly seems to be a phase which at 
some time touches virtually every life: stubborn and in- 
sistent in some cases, mild and transitory in others. To a 
few the emotion may be subconscious, but disturbingly 
so; to more it is a painfully evident and indwelling fact. 
In the first flush of enthusiasm the way of truth 
seems a wonderful way in which to travel, but when the 
going becomes rugged, when the discipline of the law of 
God strikes a cherished propensity, an unchanged taste 
(Jer. 48:11) is likely to cause us to murmur, “And now 
we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness 
are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered” 
(Mal. 3: 15). We then fail to look to the end of the matter. 

The Psalmist David describes the dangerous frame of 
mind. “But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps 
had well nigh slipped. For I was envious ... when I saw the 
prosperity of the wicked. . . They are not in trouble as 
other men, neither are they plagued like other men... 
they have more than heart could wish. Behold, these are 
the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in 
riches” (Ps. 73: 2, 3, 5, 7, 12). 

There was much that is true in his complaint. While 
the ungodly have troubles and problems which do not 
appear to the observer whose view is clouded by envy, 
still they do often have a degree of prosperity and earthly 
consolations, of riches and power, which for very good 
reasons may be denied the followers of the narrow way of 
self-sacrifice. The difficulty is in seeing the reasons. As 
St. Paul once wrote, “No chastening for the present seem- 
eth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward” 
—ah, yes! afterward. The longer view, the outcome of it 
all, is what makes the effort worth while. It was the 
“afterward” which proved the Psalmist’s salvation, as he 
relates in vs. 17—19: “Until I went into the sanctuary of 
God; then understood I their end. Surely thou didst set 
them in slippery places: thou castedst them down to de- 
struction. How are they brought into desolation as in 
1 moment!” 

As a result of this experience, he could afterward say 
(Ps. 37: 1—3), “Fret not thyself because of evil doers, 
neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither 
as the green herb. Trust in the Lord and do good, so 
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” 
No doubt he was reminded of the words of the ancient 
sage, “The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the 
joy of the hypocrite but for a moment” (Job 20:5). 

The desire for immediate results is a plague which 
affects all classes of humanity and every branch of activ- 
ity. The speculator expects his shares to rocket in value 
from the day of their purchase; the “reducer” is grieved 
when the scales fail to show a loss of ten pounds at the 


end of the first week of the diet; the junior gardener 
digs up his seeds to see if they have sprouted. Even in 
religion, millions are taught to expect salvation at the 
beginning, rather than at the end of the race. One of the 
stern lessons of the Christian life is that the eternal re- 
wards are not for the quick-profit speculator but for the 
long-term investor, the individual willing to invest his 
entire lifetime in the King’s business, who can “learn to 
labor and to wait.” 

Jesus promised the inquiring disciples (Matt. 19:27), 
in addition to eternal life, a hundredfold in this life; but 
nowhere did He intimate that this comes at the begin- 
ning. Far from it. For one thing, we are naturally in no 
condition to receive it; our hands are not clean enough 
o hold the blessings of the Eternal. Our tastes are such 
that we would not recognize the “hundredfold.” Much 
of it we might not even like. 

We must learn again and again the elemental truth that 
we cannot have everything—only a choice of things. 
What do we want? We shall find ourselves encumbered 
with a great deal of “excess baggage,” of which we must 
divest ourselves before the hundredfold of blessing can 
be realized. Naturally this process is more or less painful, 
and this is where and when our envy of the wicked is 
likely to manifest itself. “What profits it?” 

This is the point where lack of faith in the future glory 
can break us. The world may profess to despise “reward 
morality,” but both the Scriptures and all human ex- 
perience reveal that complete crucifixion of self requires 
an incentive beyond naked principle. We have the ex- 
ample of Jesus Himself, “Who, for the joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross, despising the shame” 
(Heb. 12: 2). We have His many promises, in Revelation 
2 and 3, of real and tangible rewards to “him that over- 
cometh.” We have the pattern of St. Paul who fought a 
good fight and kept the faith in anticipation of the crown 
of life laid up for him (II Tim. 4: 7, 8). 

The future is the important thing, for this life is short, 
and eternity is very long. The hundredfold in this life 
can certainly be attained, but only when we throw our 
whole soul and mind and body into the quest for right- 
eousness and eternal life. With our tastes and relation- 
ships changed from human to Divine standards, from self- 
seeking to God’s bondmen, we would not for the world 
change places with those whom we once envied. Happi- 
ness eludes us when we pursue it with a selfish motive, 
but walks close by our side when we lose ourselves in a 
higher service. Peace of mind comes by the pursuit of 
truth, regardless of consequences. It all adds up to, “He 
that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it” (Matt. 10:39). 

The complainers of our text were evidently of the class 
described by our Lord in Matthew 6, who parade their 
self-denials, who give alms and pray to be seen and heard 
of men, and disfigure their faces to call attention to their 
fasting. The world is full of this sort of exhibitionism, 
ranging from the self-torture of the Hindu ascetic to the 
ostentatious observance of the mild abstinence of Lent, 
<o familiar of late years. Such things are not acceptable 
to Him who said, “Rend your heart and not your gar- 
ments.” There is an outward humility which covers a 
tremendous amount of pride—a stench in the nostrils of 
the Almighty. To “walk mournfully,” in hope of recog- 
nition by man, is rank hypocrisy. The true Christian is 
always rejoicing, and his joy in truth is reflected in his 
countenance, 





Questions and Answers 


Does not Genesis 3:1 indicate a literal serpent in the 
garden? 


The weight of Scriptural evidence on the subject does 
not support Genesis, chapters 1, 2, 3 as being a simple 
narrative. It is more fittingly an allegory. Geological testi- 
mony does not allow us to believe that God made the 
physical earth, and heavens, the sun, moon and stars, and 
man, all in six twenty-four-hour days, and only six thou- 
sand years ago. The Bible does not state that He did. 

There is much in the Bible not to be taken literally. If 
this were not the case why should Paul command us to 
“compare spiritual things with spiritual”? (I Cor. 2:13). 
A writer in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. X XI, page 
132, writing on the Sabbath day, makes this very point 
on the creation narrative, that it is not literal. 

The evidence supports our belief that the story of cre- 
ation is an outline of God’s plan for the earth, a preview 
of a work that is still in the process of development. 
Genesis 1:1 reads: “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” Most certainly He did. The earth is 
not here by chance, nor we as humans a product of evo- 
lutionary processes directed by the blind forces of Nature. 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the earth 
showeth his handiwork,” said the Psalmist (Ps. 19:1). 
However, the physical heavens and earth are not the only 
evidences of His creative ability. “We, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness,” says II Pet. 3:13. An animate 
creation, capable of exhibiting righteousness, is indicated. 
The new heavens and earth will be made up of righteous 
people, which ultimately shall fill the whole earth, when 
God’s kingdom is fully established here. 

Again, we read: “And God formed man out of the dust 
of the ground...” But physical man and literal dust may 
not necessarily be the factors indicated. Mortal man is 
likened to dust. Abraham said: “I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes.” 
(Gen, 18: 27). Of Jew and Gentile God is making “one new 
man” (Eph. 2: 14, 15). 

According to the Genesis narrative God places man in 
the “garden” or vineyard. A literal garden? Not neces- 
sarily. “The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house 
of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant” (Isa. 
5:7). 

A serpent was in the garden of Eden and tempted the 
man. Not a Iteral serpent, but evil influences, whether 
from within, or from without. “Every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” 
(Jas. 1:14). According to Revelation 20 this serpent 
will still be in existence when Jesus returns to earth, 
and the “dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil and 
Satan,” shall be bound a thousand years. All evil will be 
bound in the hearts of men during that period. No one 
will dare openly perpetrate evil. “The nation and kingdom 
that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations 
shall be uttery wasted” (Isa. 60:12). All wicked men 
and nations will be bound as God’s new order is imposed 
upon earth’s inhabitants. Christ and His saints will “bind 
their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters 
of iron” (Psalm 149). 

Again, the six days of creation symbolize six, thou- 
sand-year days (II Pet. 3:8). During this seventh day, 
the earth being subdued, a state of peace and tran- 
quility will prevail. It will be the glorious thousand year 
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Millennial reign of Christ. With Christ and His saints 
in command, and with all evil bound, God can be said to 
rest from His labor on that grand seventh day. 





Some of your remarks suggest that you hold the view of 
annihilation rather than eternal torment for the wicked. Rev. 
21: 8 says the reverse. 


The Bible does not teach eternal torment if we carefully 
weigh all it has to say on the subject. In Deut. 30:19 God 
witnesses that He has set before us “life and death,” not 
eternal life, either in misery or happiness, according to 
our deserts. Jesus said the broad road leads to “destruc- 
tion,” not torment. The word “hell,” used frequently 
throughout the Bible, is translated from the Hebrew word 
sheol, and the Greek word hades, neither of which are 
defined as meaning a place of torment, but death, the 
grave, destruction, annihilation. 

The term “lake of fire” was used as a symbol of total 
destruction, as the wording in Rev. 21:8 implies: “But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idola- 
ters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second 
death,” the judicial death, the “wages of sin” (Rom. 6: 
23). The reading of Rev. 20: 14, 15, is enlightening. Death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. According to the 
popular conception hell is the lake of fire, hence it was 
cast into itself. To say “Death and hell” is another way 
of saying “death and the grave,” and “the lake of fire,” 
symbolizes total destruction. In short, death itself is to 
be totally eliminated. The forecast is: “There shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying” (Rev. 21:4). 





Why do you call yourselves Megiddo Mission Church? 


The name is mentioned in the Bible a number of times. 
See Joshua 12: 21; 17: 11; Judges 1: 27; 5:19; II Kings 
9:27; 23:29; Zech. 12: 11. It means “a place of troops” 
(Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon). 

Geographically, Megiddo was and is a town in Pales- 
tine, located at a strategic point, demanding heavy forti- 
fication; for Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting North and 
South. Always, supremacy there has been the envy of the 
world, and the prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo through a solid 
mountain range is the one means by which this avenue 
between continents may be traversed. 

When the Rev. L. T. Nichols founded this organizaton 
he chose Megiddo for its name, symbolizing as it does a 
place of troops and a spiritual warfare that is to be fought 
by the Christian soldier, the warfare being against sin 
and wrong. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 





Whoever will labor to get rid of self, to deny himself 
according to the instructions of Christ, strikes at once 
at the root of every evil, and finds the germ of every 
good. 
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All These Things 


In a factory building there are wheels and gearings, 
There arecranks and pulleys, beltings tight or slack-- 
Some are whirling swiftly, some are turning slowly, 
Some are thrusting forward, some are pulling back; 
Some are smooth and silent, some are rough and noisy, 
Pounding, rattling, clanking, moving with a jerk-- 
In a wild confusion, in a seeming chaos, 


Lifting, pushing, driving--but they do their work. 


From the mightiest lever to the tiniest pinion; 

All things move together for the purpose planned; 
And behind the working is a mind controlling, 

And a force directing, and a guiding hand. 


So all things are working for the Lord's beloved; 
Some things might be hurtful if alone they stood; 
Some might seem to hinder; some might draw us 
backward; 
But they work together, and they work for good; 
All the thwarted longings, all the stern denials, 
All the disappointments, hard to understand. 
And the force that holds them, speeds them and retards 
them, 


Stops and starts and guides them, is our Father's 
hand. 






































